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(NOTE: The p r c n g  was telephoned t o  the  Colorado press  on 

F r i  a\): y 14, 1 9 j l . I  
\ \..'\ 
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A very small  ?@ak of approximately one cubic foo t  per  day has  

--Y developed i n  t h e  p res s  r e  c o n t r o l  valve system a t  the  P ro jec t  Rulison 
' 

n 
emplacement w e l l  near  G r  Colorado. 

The leak t o  the  publ ic  e i t h e r  from the  n a t u r a l  
/I\ 

gas o r  from r a d i o a c t i v i t y .  ~ e s d i h a n  one percent  of t he  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  LI-'A 
present  when t h e  wel l  was completed r$mains i n  the  gas ,  and proper 

i !.. 

v e n t i l a t i o n  w i l l  prevent  an  e ~ ~ l o s i v e ~ ~ i x t u r e  from forming. 
'- 

It i s  es t imated  t h a t  about 50,000 cubic f e e t  of n a t u r a l  gas w i l l  have 

t o  be f l a r e d  t o  lower t h e  w e l l  head pressure  wGich now s tands  a t  about 1270 - 
r-- 

pounds per square  inch before  r e p a i r s  can be made. It is expected t h a t  the 

f l a r i n g  w i l l  t ake  l e s s  than one day t o  reduce the  pressure t o  a s a f e  l eve l .  
.---. 
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Once r e p a i r s  have been made, t he  w e l l  w i l l  be shu t  irt-ggain. - 
Safe ty  personnel  from t h e  AEC and r a d i a t i o n  moAitors a r e  i n  the  a r e a  r- 

t o  a s s u r e  publ ic  sa fe ty .  
i i 
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The wel l  head is checked twice a day. The leak was d4-8 ered a t  17 
8 a.m. Friday morning, and s t e p s  t o  s t o p  the  leak were pr %y I 3  s t a r t e d .  
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